MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRAZILU.S.A. STRATEGIC DIALOGUE PROGRAM TO BE INAUGURATED BY THE
BRAZILIAN FEDERAL AGENCY FOR THE SUPPORT AND EVALUATION OF
GRADUATE EDUCATION (CAPES / MEC) AND THE COMMISSION FOR
EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
BRAZIL (FULBRIGHT COMMISION)
The Brazilian Federal Agency for the Support and Evaluation of Graduate Education, hereafter
CAPES, and the Commission for Educational Exchange between the United States of America
and Brazil, hereafter FULBRIGHT, both hereafter referred to as THE PARTIES,
Whereas the Agreement on Cooperation in Science and Technology between the Federative
Republic of Brazil and the United States of America, signed in Brasília on June 2, 1984;
Whereas the Memorandum of Understanding on Education between the governments of the
Federative Republic of Brazil and of the United States of America, signed in Washington, D.C.,
on March 30, 2007;
Whereas the Agreement between the governments of the Federative Republic of Brazil and of
the United States of America for Educational Programs and Cultural Exchange, signed in Brasília
on May 27, 2008, and promulgated by Presidential Decree no. 7176, on May 12, 2010; and,
Whereas the interest in the deepening of cooperation between academic institutions of higher
education in Brazil and the U.S.A. to promote mutual understanding and development of
science and technology in both countries;
Resolve to sign, jointly and in a manner of mutual benefit, this Memorandum of Understanding.
ARTICLE I – PURPOSE
1.
To establish the Brazil-U.S.A. Strategic Dialogue Program, endeavoring to deepen
cooperation between scholars from institutions in Brazil and the U.S.A. in areas of mutual
benefit to the academic communities of both countries.
2.
To encourage scholarly cooperation and exchange between high-level Brazilian and
American researchers in graduate programs, through the appointment of visiting professors and
researchers of acclaim to graduate programs in Brazil and the U.S.A.
ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVES
The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding, through the Brazil-U.S.A. Strategic
Dialogue Program, is to promote:
1.
The delivery of high-level lectures, to be offered by internationally recognized American
visiting professors in Brazil and by Brazilian visiting professors in the U.S.A., working together
with graduate studies programs in Brazil and the U.S.A. in such a way as to promote academic
exchange between the two countries;
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2.
An increase in skilled human resource training, the fostering of academic production and
the training of human resources for graduate study, thus building capacity and consolidating
and expanding critical thinking in strategic areas for the development of both countries;
3.
The strengthening and expansion of graduate studies in both countries, involving the
cooperative participation of different programs interested in the development of the BrazilU.S.A. Strategic Dialogue Program.
ARTICLE III – FUNDING
THE PARTIES shall facilitate the activities mentioned through their regular programs and
finance up to nine Brazilian participants and up to nine American participants, three of each
during each year.
ARTICLE IV – LEGISLATION
This Memorandum of Understanding will be governed by the laws and regulations in force in
Brazil and the U.S.A.
ARTICLE V – MANAGEMENT
1.

It will be the responsibility of CAPES to:

a.
Co-sponsor the visitation of American teachers and researchers in Brazil through the
current Visiting Professor Program;
b.

Co-sponsor the visitation of Brazilian teachers and researchers in the U.S.A.; and

c.
Sponsor the participation of Brazilian teachers, researchers, and graduate students,
selected in their departments.
2.

It will be the responsibility of FULBRIGHT to:

a.
Co-sponsor the visitation of American teachers and researchers in Brazil and of Brazilian
teachers and in the U.S.A.;
b.
Identify, together with CAPES, graduate programs in Brazil and the U.S.A interested in
hosting yearly the Brazil-U.S.A. Strategic Dialogue Program;
c.
Select each year together with CAPES the professors and researchers referred to in
subparagraph a, who will participate in the Brazil-U.S.A. Strategic Dialogue Program.
ARTICLE VI – REPRESENTATION
To coordinate the activities of this Memorandum of Understanding CAPES and FULBRIGHT shall
establish a Program Steering Committee, consisting of one representative and one alternate
from CAPES, and one representative and one alternate from FULBRIGHT.
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It shall be the responsibility of the Steering Committee to attend to technical, administrative,
and financial issues arising during the term of this Memorandum of Understanding, and to
supervise the implementation of activities, consulting superior personnel in each entity when
appropriate.
ARTICLE VII – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
This Memorandum of Understanding will be implemented in compliance with the relevant laws
in Brazil and the U.S.A.
ARTICLE VIII – VALIDITY
This Memorandum of Understanding will enter into force for a period of three years from the
date of its signing and may be extended for an equal period of time, following the formalization
of a new document.
ARTICLE IX – CHANGES
The conditions established in this Memorandum of Understanding may be amended by means
of a proposal with supporting justification, to be submitted not more than 180 (one hundred
and eighty) days before the date of commencement of the proposed changes.
ARTICLE X – TERMINATION
This Memorandum of Understanding may at any time be interrupted by the participants. In this
case, the interested party (or parties) must formally express its (or their) intentions at least 90
(ninety) days before the end of the working year. This action does not imply the interruption of
ongoing activities, unless THE PARTIES jointly agree to the contrary.
ARTICLE XI – FINAL PROVISIONS
THE PARTIES shall not be held responsible for non-fulfillment of commitments due to acts of
God.
Omissions and matters not explicated in the text of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be
taken up by THE PARTIES.
Signed by CAPES and FULBRIGHT in Brasilia on 19th of March, 2011 in two original copies of
equal content and form, duly signed on behalf of both PARTIES.
Jorge Almeida Guimarães
President of CAPES
Thomas A. Shannon
Ambassador of the United States of America
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